
PRELIMINARY WHERE-TO-BE / WHAT-TO-DO

2026 SOLAR CAR CHALLENGE
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Monday

July 13



5:00 PM

Interns Arrive for Training





San Marcos/Pecos Rooms, DFW Marriott & Golf Club
Tuesday

July 14







7:00 AM

Intern Training Continues






San Marcos/Pecos Rooms, DFW Marriott & Golf Club



4:00 – 6:00
Judges Check-In





San Marcos/Pecos Rooms, DFW Marriott & Golf Club




6:00 PM

Dinner for Judges





Creekside, DFW Marriott & Golf Club




7:00 PM

Judges Training





San Marcos/Pecos Rooms, DFW Marriott & Golf Club





[Designed to support Lockheed Martin Volunteers]
Wednesday

   

July 15             

.




9:00 AM

Judges Training Workshop  [9:00 AM – 1:00 PM]






San Marcos/Pecos Rooms, DFW Marriott & Golf Club 





[Lunch provided]  




 9:00 AM
Team Check-In   [9:00 AM – 5:00 PM]





Guadalupe/Brazos/Colorado Rooms, DFW Marriott & Golf Club





Teams will be assigned a time to arrive for Team Check-In based on 




their listing on the Team Profiles Page
https://www.solarcarchallenge.org/challenge/teams2024.shtml





Teams need to bring the following:
(1) SCC Release of Liability Form signed by parents 
(2) TMS Release of Liability Forms (adult and minors)

(3) Signed Guidelines for Photographing/Filming

(4) Hard copy of all drivers’ licenses
[Wristbands awarded when driver completes Scrutineering Station 4]
(5) Purchase tickets for Opening & Awards Banquet - $70/person

(6) Pay Extra Person Fee (See Event Update No. 2026-1)
(7) Supply documents to complete Final Race Registration packet
(8) Bring radio you plan to use to coordinate channels





Teams will receive: 

(1)   15 tee shirts
(2)   50 Official Race Booklets

(3)   Traditional “baking soda” for environmental spills
(4)   Rule Booklet and final “Where-to-Be What-to-Do” Document
  
(5)   Official Scrutineering Packet
(6)   Receive Official Race Route Booklet
(7)   Receive Number Decal to be placed on solar car



 

(8)   Receive Banquet Tickets purchased prior to June 1st.





(9)   Receive required Race Credentials






(10) Receive Garage Bay Number






(11) Receive 3 Official Race Route Booklets




 7:00 PM
Required All-Teams Meeting – Trinity Ballroom





All race participants must attend




 7:45 PM
Drivers Meeting





Team Adviser and Drivers must attend.





Guadalupe/Brazos Rooms




7:45 PM

Safety Officers Meeting





Team Safety Officer and Team Adviser






Trinity Ballroom
Thursday
July 16


  



6:00 AM

Staff Enters TMS Infield and CUP Garage
6:30 AM

Judges Meet at Garages for Scrutineering


Judges’ Breakfast in Media Center
7:00 AM

Scrutineering Day One
Teams get access to Texas Motor Speedway.  Staff will show 






teams their designated garage 
8:00 AM

Scrutineering Session No. 1  [8:00 AM – 6:00 PM]
Teams begin Scrutineering   



8:30 AM

Team Oral Presentations Begin

Media Center, Texas Motor Speedway
Teams will meet with Judges for a 5-minute discussion about their 

Solar Car Project.  Details for this oral presentation, including scheduling, will be available in Event Updates.
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6:00 PM

Scrutineering Session No. 1 Ends





Garages will remain open until 9:00 PM so that teams can continue 





working on solar cars.   



7:30 PM

OPENING BANQUET





Trinity Ballroom, DFW Marriott Ballroom






Team Captains will introduce their teams and guests.





Guest Speaker:  Will Jones, SpaceX, University of Michigan Solar







Car Team, Solar Car Challenge Staff






Honored Guest:  Bob Jameson, Visit Fort Worth




9:00 PM
Garage Closes
Friday

July 17



6:30 AM

Judges meet at Garages for Scrutineering
7:00 AM

Scrutineering Day Two
Teams get access to Texas Motor Speedway

 8:00 AM
Scrutineering Session No. 2  [8: 00 AM – 7:00 PM]

 9:30 AM
Dallas Brass Band Presentation  [9:30 – 10:30 AM]
10:00 AM
Media Morning Activities  [10:00 AM  – 11:30 AM]


Teams will assemble next to the Media Center for the Official Race


Photo, and to officially recognize Race Sponsors.  Ice Cream will be



provided afterwards.  Music provided by Dallas Brass Band.
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6:00 PM
Judges Meeting/Dinner





Media Center, Texas Motor Speedway




 7:00 PM
Scrutineering Session No. 2 Ends 





Garages will remain open until 9:00 PM so that teams can continue 





working on solar cars.   




  9;00 PM
Garage Closes





Teams are free to take solar car elsewhere to continue work
Saturday
July 18

6:30 AM
Judges meet at Garages for Scrutineering
7:00 AM
Scrutineering Day Three
Teams get access to Texas Motor Speedway
  8:00 AM
Scrutineering Session No. 3  [8: 00 AM – 7:00 PM]

Teams not qualifying by 7:00 PM will not be able to take part

in the 2026 Solar Car Challenge.



10:00 AM
Forever Miles posted on Media Center’s Front Door




  7:00 PM
Chuckwagon Dinner for Race Participants





Basketball Court, DFW Marriott



   7:00 PM
Official Scrutineering Ends



   9:00 PM
Garages Close





Teams must be out of the garage with solar cars stored overnight






In trailers.  Teams can keep trailers at the DFW Marriott.

Sunday
July 19
6:30 AM
Teams proceed to NW ISD Administration Building Parking Lot to get lined up for Race Start.  
Teams  meet Day One’s Judge at the NW ISD Parking Lot.
7:00 AM
Breakfast for Staff at NW ISD Administration Building
8:00 AM
Required Teams Meeting


Meeting held at the Solar Car Challenge Trailer at Race Start

2001 Texan Drive, Justin, TX 7624

  8:45 AM
Solar Cars lined up for RACE START
Starting Order based on the team’s performance at Station Six
Scrutineering.  Teams start racing every minute.  Any team not ready at their prescribed time will take a position at the end of the Starting Order Line.  




8:50 AM

OPENING CEREMONIES  [8:00 – 8:50AM]





Music provided by Dallas Brass Band.
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  9:00 AM
FIRST RACE DAY BEGINS 



Flag Wave:  Morgan Rush, Oncor; Jake Caraway, Oncor

REST STOP – Godlley High School & Middle School


[Required 15-minute stop]  Solar Cars Trailer into the High


School parking lot and unload to begin driving.
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LUNCH STOP – Hill County Courthouse in Hillsboro, TX
[Required 30-minute stop]
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Trailer Solar Cars at Navarro County Hospital Parking Lot, Corsicana, TX
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Un-trailer Solar Cars at Mildred High School and continue driving to Race Day End.  
Trailer Solar Cars to Palestine High School Parking Lot
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4:00 PM
Display begins at the Palestine HS Parking Lot



7:00 PM
Laynes Chicken Finger Dinner - HS Parking Lot
Speaker:  Anderson County Judge Carey McKinney and Mayor Mitchell Jordan




8:00 PM
Judges Meeting at Event Hotel



9:00 PM
Solar Cars Impounded on Palestine HS Parking Lot





Everyone must leave the Palestine HS Parking Lot

Monday
July 20




  6:30 AM
Teams get access to solar cars on Palestine HS Parking Lot.





Judges will meet teams at the parking lot.





Teams can not access their solar car without a Judge.

  7:30 AM
Required Teams Meeting


Solar Car Challenge Trailer on Palestine HS Parking Lot
  8:15 AM
Trailer Solar Cars to Parking Area on U.S. 79 to begin Race


Each solar car will begin race when they get to this parking area
  9:00  AM
SECOND RACE DAY BEGINS

Solar cars launch individually when they arrive at parking area  



    


REST STOP – Leon ISD Junior & Senior High, Jewett, TX
[Required 15-minute stop]   Drive Into Parking Lot / Drive Out of Parking Lot






LUNCH STOP – City of Hearne, TX





[Required 30-minute stop]






REST STOP – Tractor Supply Parking Lot, Rockdale
 




[Required 15-minute stop]
City of Hutto – trailer solar cars and travel to Dell Diamond West Parking Lot for Solar Car Display.
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4:00 PM
Solar Car Display on Dell Diamond West Parking Lot
7:00 PM
Dinner on the Dell Diamond Parking Lot hosted by Dell Technologies. Catered by Smokey Mo’s Barbque

Special Guests:  Dell Executives, Kaki Leyens (Texas Governor’s Office Workforce Council)
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8:00 PM
Judges Meeting at Event Hotel



9:00 PM
Vehicles Impounded on Dell Diamond Parking Lot






Everyone must leave Dell Diamond Parking Lot
Tuesday
July 21

  
6:30 AM

Teams get access to solar cars on Dell Diamond Parking Lot
Judges will meet teams on the Dell Diamond Parking Lot.  Do not access your solar car without your judge.
7:00 AM

Required Teams Meeting


Solar Car Trailer on Dell Diamond Parking Lot
7:45 AM

Teams trailer solar cars to H.E.B. Parking Lot in Georgetown


Unload solar cars in H.E.B. parking lot and prepare to drive
8:45 AM

Solar Cars lined up for RACE START
The Starting Order will be based on the number of miles earned during the preceding day of racing. Teams start racing every minute.  Any team not ready at their prescribed time will take a position at the end of the Starting Order Line.  
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9:00 AM

THIRD RACE DAY BEGINS





Flag:  Pete Parsons, TXSES
REST STOP – Lakes Squadron Commemorative Air Force, Burnett   [Required 15-minute stop]  [Solar cars trailered]
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LUNCH STOP – Science Mill, Johnson City





[Required 30-minute stop] Solar Cars drive out of Johnson





City on way to Fredericksburg.
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2:00 PM


Solar Car Display at Marktplatz Park, Fredericksburg





Solar car display in the park.  This is our major solar car 





display until 9:00 PM
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5:00 PM

Box Meals provided by H.E.B. in Marktplatz Park



Guests: Hattie Heiner (Rotary)




Gillispie County Judge Daniel Jones 




Mayor Randy Briley

8:00 PM

Judges Meeting in Event Hotel


9:00 PM

Solar Cars Impounded



Store solar cars in trailer overnight in parking area.
Wednesday

July 22

  
6:30 AM

Teams get access to solar cars in parking area.  


Teams cannot get access to solar cars without a Judge.


Teams make sure to know their Judge on Tuesday night.

7:30 AM

Team Meeting at Solar Car Challenge Trailer

8:45 AM

Solar Cars lined up for Race Start





The Starting Order will be based on the number of miles 





earned during the preceding day of racing.


    
9:00 AM

THIRD RACE DAY BEGINS





Solar Cars parade through Fredericksburg escorted by Police





Flag Wave:  Jim Mikula, President Chamber Commerce
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REST STOP – Mason County Courthouse, Mason, TX





[Required 15-minute stop]
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LUNCH STOP – Walmart, Brady, TX





[Required 30-minute stop]

   REST STOP – Rest Area on left, Eden, TX






[Reqauired 15-minute stop]
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4:00 PM
Solar Car Display – Home Depot, San Angelo, TX
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7:00 PM
Steak Express Hamburgers provided on Home Depot Parking Lot




8:00 PM
Judges Meeting at Event Hotel




9:00 PM
Solar Cars Impounded on Home Depot Parking Lot
Thursday

July 23






6:30 AM
Teams get access to Solar Cars





Teams will meet Judges on Parking Lot






Teams need to brikng lunches with them since there are






no opportunities for lunch stops today.




7:00 AM
Teams Meeting at Solar Car Challenge Trailer




7:30 AM
Teams trailer solar cars to Mertzon for Race Start





Teams will unload solar car at Community Center and






begin driving on arrival.
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REST STOP – Sunoco Station, City of Big Lake, TX






[Required 15-minute stop]






REST STOP – Corner US 385 and US 67, McCamey, TX






[Reqauired 15-minute stop]
4;00 PM
Teams Arrive in Fort Stockton and take Solar Car Trailers to the Fort Stockton Convention Center

Overnight Security will be provided for trailers parked on the Convention Center Parking Lot.  
4:00 PM
Solar Car Display - onvention Center  [Until 6:00 PM].
Convention Center Parking Lot



7:30 PM
Awards Banqauet - Fort Stockton Convention Center
Team Captains will have one minute to share their thoughts about this year’s Solar Car Challenge, and to thank their teams/advisers.
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Friday

July 24



7:00 AM
Race Staff leaves for Fort Worth






Six hour trip plus lunch time




3:00 PM
Race Staff arrives DFW Marriott in Fort Worth
[image: image26.jpg]APACHE NATIONSS / T T T /
| RESERVATION )  restrurion () B
1 & <Perryton = — )|/ '/ CHEROKE!
2 fSpE e creno s naticn
N i B ; ~ ostillwater” f‘}t‘:ﬂ yu e
Santa Fe OKLAHOMA T
National Forest “Dumas y
- oSanta Fe b %
« f < < B i e 8
X SRanch ? 7 > | *Moore il Wy
9RioRancho SAmarillo aNorma ( ey L
2 Tucumearie [ {
~ jAIbruquerque o S w s ’ 4| ki
G »Santa Rosa anyon L] Kok <t
ALos Lunas sHereford J
S 7 \ CHICKASAW
o/ R «Clbvis . NATION
al Forest
» “Portales T <Plainview \
‘ NEW MEXICO @ . <
| ( 2"
@ - Levellands—— ZoLubbock < "l
/ Dy SRoswell - A
: MESCALERO i
druth or RESERVATION X =
Consequences
L <Lovington
1 “Artesia ¥
o <Hobbs ¥ #Snyder
3 - —~

\ sCarlsbad Sweetwaters D

~8Las Cruces Andrews

oming <Big Spring 7

WEXAS §
Y /

~oMidland
West Odessas ©0dessa

sMonahans

5 2Pecos
2]

4Villa Ahumada #Fort Davis

/0 Casas
des . “Alpine
‘ iKernville | ' S Voodiands oBeaumont
/ | &
L] ! AL e,
- New Braunfelso - 3 >
/ Ojinagd 1 ST —
{CHIHUAHUA { +0San Antonio
oNamiquipa 3 e
|
Juan A\da‘ma Vi
i 3 ovictori
oChihuah N [ <)
JVicente | kg
‘Guerrero oCiudad L
~ “Cuauhtemoc
' N\ Rt 6 5 oDelicias -
8 COAHUILA
1 + eNaica Cuenca Joones
oCamargo i Alimentadors /
e ) el Distrito N
\ Nacional e
Lciudad Sl N
Jiménez
Qi oParral g
Uschoch) Reserva de
Y Ia Biosfera,
3 ) Mapimi

v
Real e Paimas 5z} ]

—
-~ -OMonterrey
erdosOTorredn Parras de P74, 5
s °la Fuente oSaltillo

2
\

s





[image: image27.png]


[image: image28.png]II!II' _@;



[image: image29.png]


[image: image30.png]


[image: image31.png]


[image: image32.png]


[image: image33.png]


